
Pre- Match Responsibilities 
 

1.) ARRIVE AT YOUR GAME A MINIMUM OF 30 MINUTES BEFORE KICK-
OFF !!!  Contrary to popular belief, our responsibilities as referees do begin earlier 
than the designated kick-off time, and end well after the match is completed. 

 
2.) Check the field.  This check should be thorough, and may be incorporated in with 

your warm-up.  The foremost concern should be to ensure that the field is safe.  The 
field should be clear of holes, glass, rocks, sticks, standing water, needles, feces, ice, 
etc.  The field itself should also not be frozen.  While you are checking the field for 
dangers, you should also make sure that it is properly marked.  Take a moment to 
ensure that all markings are present, are the correct size, and are in the proper place. 

 
3.) Check the goals.  Again, the primary concern is safety.  The goals should have no 

sharp protrusions or edges which could pose a threat to player safety.  Also, portable 
goals must be anchored before starting the match.  It is also important to ensure that 
the goals are centered and that the posts are correctly aligned on the goal line. 

 
4.) Check the nets.  Nets are non-compulsory; however, if they are used, make sure they 

adhere to the following.  Make sure that the nets are set up in such a way that there 
are no exposed spikes that a player could fall back on.  The nets should not droop 
down in such a way that they pose a threat to goalkeepers or other players.  The nets 
should be free of any holes that the ball could fit through.  They should also be 
secured to the post and to the ground around the back of the net, so that the ball will 
not go through. 

 
5.) Check the flags.  Corner flags must be 5 feet high, and should not have pointy tops.  

Ensure that the flag posts are positioned like this: 

If flags are placed at the half way line they should be 1 yard from the touchline. 
 

6.) Check the weather.  It is crucial that throughout the match the weather be observed.  
If lightning is seen, the match should be stopped, and abandoned if necessary.  The 
same goes for any other potentially dangerous weather. 

 
7.) Check the ball.  The match ball should be of suitable quality for the particular match.  

It should be free of fraying panels and / or sharp edges. Pressure in the ball must 
conform to FIFA standards. 

 



8.) Check players’ equipment.  Players should be asked to remove all jewelry (taping is 
no longer permitted).  Braces should be checked for danger and covered if necessary.  
Check what colour tops the teams will be wearing to avoid conflict with each other 
and / or with the team of officials.  Check the goalkeepers’ uniforms and attempt to 
ensure that they are not matching.  Ask if anyone is using removable studs and check 
them for rough edges and or burrs.  As per LAW 4, all players must wear suitable 
shinguards. 

 
9.) Provide THOROUGH instructions to assistant referees.  See handout for some 

ideas.  May be a good idea to have a hard copy of these to read. 
 
10.) Warm Up.  Match officials are athletes in their own right.  If we are to be      

      properly prepared physically to keep up to the pace of a match, we ought to warm  
      up as well. 

 
11.) Obtain necessary administrative information.  Identification cards, team lists,       
            game sheets, permits, etc. 
 
12.) Be aware of competition rules (duration of match, method of breaking ties, etc.). 
 
13.) Be prepared with all necessary equipment.  This should include: 
 

• 2 whistles 
• 1 (preferably 2) watches 
• book with red / yellow cards, pen, pencil and paper 
• extra yellow and red cards (not in book to pull out if issuing caution / ejection) 
• 2 coins 
• badge (the one you should be wearing) 
• black jersey (should be worn unless there is a conflict) 
• alternate jersey (preferably gold, and should only be worn in case of conflict) 
• black shorts (preferably with pockets) 
• black socks (preferably with three horizontal white stripes) 
• black soccer shoes 
• flags for assistant referees (each official should bring at least one set) 
• pump & pressure gauge 

 
It is crucial that our appearance be professional: 

• socks should be pulled up 
• shirts should be tucked in 
• boots should be clean and polished 
• clothes should be clean and wrinkle free 
• under no circumstances should the referee wear a jacket, hat or sunglasses!!! 

 


